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Omar Soltani (Wefa)

Omar Soltani (Wefa) was born in Bokan, Iranian Kurdistan in Y44, where
he grew up. After finishing his schooling, he went on to open a small
newsagaint shop from where which he distributed progressive Iranian and anti-
Shah periodicals.

Over time, Wefa became an enthusiastic supporter of the newly-founded
Iranian democratic movement led by Dr. M. Moseddeq. He was detained by
the Shah’s security forces in the wake of the Y3°Y coup-d’état plotted by the
reactionary forces from within Iran and assisted by their Western supporters.
Despite his young age he was nevertheless sent to prison.

Wefa was inspired by literature, especially poetry, and composed his first
poem in prison in ) 2°Y. Attracted by the revolutionary work of Abdolgasim
Lahuti and Nima Y oushij - two well known Iranian poets of the day - he went
on to become the first writer to produce Modern Farsi Poetry to Iranian
Kurdistan.

His works, thereafter, were widely published in Iranian periodicals and he
quickly progressed to become one of the leading figures in poetry in Iranian
Kurdistan.

Sorood e Perestoo,’ The Call of the Swallow’, a volume of his poems, was
published in Tehran in Y41Y; some selected parts of the second edition, which
was also published in Tehran in Y+ +7, sadly had some selected parts been
censored by the authorities.

Wefa became increasingly immersed in Kurdish poetry later on and produced
a considerable number of poems, most of them published in Kurdish
periodicals.

The contents of the Farsi edition of this work are preserved in this new edition
with a further piece of his work included.

His Kurdish works, Chapkek le Gol, 4 pack of Flowers, was published in Iran
in Y+ + 4. Sadly, Wefa did not survive to see these new editions published. The
poet passed away in his home in Bokan on November YY nd Y+ +°, aged just
Sixty-six.
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The Call of the Swallow
Poems by

Omar Soltani (Wefa)

Fourth Edition Y+ YA
Rojhelat-Bokan Website,

Germany
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